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Percy Haywood, Sr.
Work, Church And Family
By Russell Lee Haywood

When I think about Dad three things come to mind:
Work, Church, and Family. Dad was a farmer and a very
good one. I don’t know of anything that dad could not
plant and grow. He raised cotton for a living, which consisted of two seasons of work: 1) planting/growing season, and 2) harvest season. Dad would do all the planting. But during the growing season we, the sons, would
work the field or crops. We had to hoe the cotton to keep
it clean from grass and weeds, which would hinder the
growth and production, a major job that required 2-3
months of work. Dad supervised us and worked along
with us to ensure that the quality of work was there.
During the harvest season we had to pick the cotton, which was also major work, and took another 2-3
months to get the harvest completed. Dad supervised
this entire process from start to finish and worked beside
us each day. During the growing and harvest season, we
worked from sun-up to sun-down to get the job done.
Dad worked with us the entire time while also performing other duties. He knew how to manage the crop so
that at harvest time the output was bountiful. He was an
excellent farmer because he knew what to do and how
to do it.
Dad also raised corn but not for human consumption.
It was used as feed for the other farm animals (cows,
hogs, and chickens). All were sources of food: milk and
butter from the cows, meat from the hogs and eggs from
the chickens. Dad also had a large garden on at least an
acre of land. The garden provided us with vegetables
for the entire year. In the spring and summer everything
was fresh out of the garden. Mother canned foods that
we ate in the fall and winter months.
Dad was very active as a member and deacon of
Pleasant Green Baptist Church in Water Valley where he
served as head of the deacon board and a Sunday School
teacher. He held additional offices as well. Dad was a
great father and provider to our large family. I can’t remember anything that we really needed that Dad did
not provide for us. He was not a rich man, but he did a
superb job of taking care of us and meeting our needs.
Family was “The Most’’ important thing to him and we
saw that in all the work that he did for us. We never had
to hear Dad say I love you because he said it with his
actions and in the many other ways, he showed us he
cared.
Dad was a social person who loved being around
people and talking, people felt the same about him. I can
still hear his loud, joyful laugh today. During the crop
growing and harvest season Monday - Friday and half
day on Saturday we were always working. He imparted his work ethics upon us, but on Sundays with no exception, we attended church and participated in church.
When school was in session Monday - Friday we were in
school again no exception. He stressed that we needed
to get a good education. Dad did not have a high school
education, but he was a smart man, with a lot of knowledge, and it showed when you were around him. Lastly,
he also impressed upon us to “Take Care of Your Mother” and “Take Care of Each Other.”
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Verdia Lee Haywood

A December 29th, 2009 article in the Fairfax, Virginia
Times reported on the retirement of Water Valley native
Verdia Haywood, their Citizen of the Year. The article was
reprinted in the January 13, 2010 issue of this newspaper.
He joined Fairfax County government in 1978 as an executive assistant to the County Executive. In 1981, Verdia was appointed Deputy County Executive for Human
Services, becoming the county’s first top-ranking African
American.  He became known as the architect of the county’s human service delivery system. Verdia was credited
during his tenure as Deputy County Executive for guiding
the continual reorganization and improvement of the systems that serve the county’s neediest residents. Verdia was
awarded the Katherine K. Hanley Public Service Award
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‘Proud Of My Roots’
By James Hubert Haywood

I am James Haywood, the fifth son
of Percy and Luvenia Haywood. I was
born in Water Valley, Mississippi on July
8, 1946. I was reared in Water Valley and
went to school at both Davidson Elementary and Davidson High School. I graduated from high school in 1965 and attended Alcorn State University graduating
in 1969 with a BS degree in Biology and
with a minor in Chemistry. After graduating from Alcorn State University in
1969 and completing my Student Teaching at Liberty High School in Liberty,
MS, I taught Jr. High Science at Davidson
High School the school year of 1969-70. In
the summer of 1970, I enrolled at the University of Mississippi pursuing a master’s
degree in Combine Sciences. While pursuing my master’s degree, I was drafted
into the United States Army in November
of 1970. I was stationed at Fort Polk, Louisiana. After completing my Basic and Ad- The author, Dottie Reed (back, center) and her sons met Percy
vanced Individual Training at Fort Polk I Haywood, Jr. and Reeds’s cousin, Cleala M. Adams, when Provwas sent to Frankfurt, West Germany, sta- idence Baptist Church visited the Coca Cola Museum in Atlanta
tioned with the 21st Replacement Battal- in the summer of 1995.
ion as a Troop Movement Specialist. After
completing my tour of duty in Europe, I was discharged
from the Army in November of 1972.
By Russell Lee Haywood
I then relocated to Omaha, NE where I began my professional career with the Metropolitan Utilities District of
Born in Water Valley, Mississippi, I attended public
Omaha. The Metropolitan Utilities District is a political
school
and graduated from Davidson High School in
division of the State of Nebraska created to supply Nat1968.
After
finishing high school, I decided to go to Alural Gas and Safe Drinking Water for the City of Omaha.
corn
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&
M
College to continue my education. While atI began working in the Water Quality Division as a Water
tending
Alcorn
I majored in Social Science with a minor
Analyst. As more mandates were issued by the Environin
Education.
The
four years that I spent at Alcorn were
mental Protection Agency, it became necessary to have a
very
enjoyable
because
during part of the four years
person with a degree in Biology to meet those mandates.
that
I
was
there
two
of
my
brothers, James and Verdia
Since I was already on staff and had the qualifications, I was
were
there
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I
was
a
member
of the Social Science
promoted to Biologist, becoming the first person to hold the
Club
and
during
my
senior
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I
served as President
position of Biologist for the Metropolitan Utilities District. It
of
the
Social
Science
Club.
I
also
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and was a memwas an honor and I thank the people of Omaha for having
ber
of
Phi
Beta
Sigma
Fraternity,
Inc.
I
graduated from
confidence in me that they were receiving safe drinking
Alcorn
in
1972
and
came
back
home
to
Water Valley. I
water in the City of Omaha. I retired in 2006 after a thirtyreally
wanted
to
stay
in
Mississippi
but
at
that time the
four-year career with the Metropolitan Utilities District.
economy
was
not
good,
and
jobs
were
hard
to find. I
I am a member of St. Mark Baptist Church where I have
was
offered
a
teaching
position
in
a
town
near
Water
served as deacon and Sunday School teacher for more than
Valley,
but
I
did
not
accept
the
position
because
I
really
35 years. I currently volunteer with the Douglas County
did
not
want
to
teach.
Jail and Prison Ministry, teaching Bible classes and conLater in the summer of 1972 I relocated to Omaha,
ducting worship services once a month for incarceratNebraska
where I had three brothers. The job market
ed men at the Douglas County Jail. I am also part of my
there
was
also
not good due to the economy. But I was
church’s Hope 4 Hungry program, which provides weekly
offered
and
accepted
a position with Gulf-Mart Defood to the needy in our church community and provides
partment
Store
as
a
Manager
Trainee and Department
ongoing food and clothing for our adopted public school
Manager.
I
remained
with
this
company until 1975 unin our church neighborhood.
til
the
entire
chain
of
stores
closed.
At this time, I was
I am proud to say I got my humble beginnings in Water
approached
with
getting
out
of
the
retail
business field
Valley, and I am very proud of my roots.
and
getting
into
the
social
work/
human
service field.
I love coming back home and seeing so many of the
ENCOR
East
Nebraska
Community
of
Retardation
great people who were a part of shaping and molding me
offered
and
I
accepted
a
position
as
Residential
Manto be the person I am today. I am so blessed to have grown
ager.
This
position
consisted
of
opening
Adult
Group
up this community, Water Valley will always be!
Homes for Mentally Challenged/Developmentally Disabled Individuals to live in the community. Until 1985
I worked in various positions including Program Manager and Area Manager, which involved helping these
getting, get understanding.” It is a quote from the Bible.
individuals develop work skills for job placement and
Daddy was a God-fearing man who brought us up in
providing support for group homes.
the church. We went every Sunday, NO EXCUSES. All
Next, I moved to New Orleans, Louisiana and began
seven boys and Mother somehow managed to get into
working
for Employment Enterprise, Inc. as an Emone car. Daddy was also a very strict disciplinarian – what
ployment
Service Specialist. By 1987, I was promoted to
he said was what he meant. Daddy was a Sunday School
Pre-Vocational
Director/Evaluator.
teacher and a deacon at Pleasant Green Baptist Church. I
Between
1989
and 1992 I worked for Progressive
guess it kind of rubbed off on us because six of his seven
Healthcare
as
a
Qualified
Mental Retardation Professons became deacons also. So, the saying goes, “Like Fasional:
ther, Like Son.”
1986 - 1987 - Employment Enterprise, Inc - Promoted
When I finished high school in 1965, I went to Omaha,
to
Community
Service Supervisor - responsible for the
NE to work during the summer to earn money to pay my
direct
supervision
of staff working with mentally chalway through college. In 1966 my brother, Verdia, joined
lenged/developmentally
disabled individuals being
me at work so he could also pay his way through college.
trained
for
competitive
employment/job
placement in
We worked at a laundry whose owner was from Tupelo,
the
community.
MS. Verdia and I worked there each summer we were
1987 - 1989 - Employment Enterprise, Inc - Promoted
in college. At the end of the second summer, the owner
to
Pre-Vocational Director/Vocational Evaluator. Resent a letter with us to give to our parents. Daddy read the
sponsible
for the direct supervision of staff. Duties also
letter and told us the owner said what good workers we
included
completing vocational assessment. Writing
were, and how we conducted ourselves.
and
implementing
an Individual Habilitation Plan for
I discovered that letter and I read it just to see what the
each
client
based
on
needs identified in the assessment.
owner had written. I remember to this day what the own1989
1992
Accepted
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er said. “You have some very, very fine boys. They are
Healthcare
as
Qualified
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Retardation Professionwell-mannered and very hard workers, so I just wanted to
al
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responsible
for
the
supervision of group
let you know they had to have great parents for them to be
homes
for
mentally
challenged/developmentally
disso hardworking and so well-mannered as they are. I would
abled.
Job
duties
included:
supervising
staff,
developsomeday like to meet you both and particularly their father
ing individual program plans and analyzing program
to tell him what a great job he has done raising those boys.”
data.
I am so blessed to have had such a God-fearing father
1992 - Present - Employment Transition Servicesin my life. He was not a perfect man, but one who did
President/Owner:
Based on the growing needs of peowhat he believed in his heart to make my brothers and me
ple
with
disabilities
in Louisiana, I started a business/
become the kind of men we are today. I attribute much of
agency
to
address
the
employment needs of these inthe success I have had in my life to him. I thank my father
dividuals.
I
also
have
three
other vocational centers in
for being tough on me, even though at the time I didn’t
the
south
Louisiana
area.
As
President and Program
understand why he was that way. I have learned as a man
Director
of
the
company/agency
my duties include
it is called “Tough Love.” I will conclude by saying thanks
client
selection,
development
and
program
implemenDaddy for your “Tough Love,” God blessed you for being
tation,
staff
development
and
working
in
compliance
the kind of father you were.
with local and state agencies. The focus of the agency
is to work with businesses in the New Orleans area to
from Leadership Fairfax, Inc. in 2005 for his contribution
provide work opportunities for Mentally Challenged/
to the quality of life in the community.
Developmentally Disabled individuals. I have worked
Verdia graduated from Davidson High School in 1966
with other agencies/committees to help provide a betand from Alcorn State University with a major in Social
ter life for individuals with a disability. Some of these
Science. He received his master’s degree in Public Admininclude Human and Legal Rights committees for agenistration from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Chamcies in Louisiana and Nebraska, Louisiana agencies for
paign in 1972.
Health and Safety, and Goodwill Industries of New OrHe recalls living on the Ingram Farm in Water Valley
leans Advisory Board.
until his parents purchased the Roosevelt Hervey Farm
I have always felt the need to assist and work with
from Mrs. Annie Hervey. This became the current Hayindividuals who are not able to do for themselves. I am
wood home. He describes his father, Percy Sr. as a balvery active in my church, serving as a deacon, board
anced and fair disciplinarian. His father had four sisters
assistant treasurer, assistant superintendent, finance
and one brother, all of whom migrated to Paducah, Kencommittee and a former church auditor. I am married to
tucky when the railroad closed in Water Valley. Their Aunt
Patrice (Fullwood) Haywood, and have one son, Davis
Mildred still lives in Kentucky.
Haywood of Huntsville, Ala.

Percy Haywood, Sr. – Like Father, Like Son

By James Hubert Haywood
Percy Haywood, Sr. was the father of seven sons, and
I am the fifth son. I will begin by saying that my father
was a family man who loved his family and dedicated
his life working for their welfare. He always wanted ‘His
Boys,’ as he would say, to do better than he did. He would
also say, “You boys have a much better opportunity to be
successful than your daddy, so do something with those
opportunities because you only get one chance.” My daddy worked hard, a farmer for most of his life. After he
stopped farming and after we all graduated from high
school, he worked at Motts Chicken Processing Plant in
Water Valley for many years. He taught us the value of
hard work and always told us never to look for a handout
but always be ready to lend a helping hand to someone in
need. That statement, an important factor to me, has guided me through my entire life.
Daddy encouraged us to get as much education as we
possibly could because we were growing up in a different world than he did, and education would be the key
to our success. I found that to be a very true statement as
I grew older. Daddy also taught us to let your words be
your “bond” – in other words what you say is what you
mean and what you will do. He taught us to always carry
ourselves in a respectful manner, if you carry yourself in
a respectful way then people will respect you in return.
Daddy believed that a man was responsible for his family.
He was the provider for his family. It is good for a husband and wife to work together to support a family, but
ultimately the responsibility is yours as he would always
say. I have always tried to live by those words of wisdom.
Daddy taught us to never forget our “Roots,” where
you came from, always be humble, grateful, loving and
kind because you never know whom you might need
to lend you a helping hand someday. Daddy never had
wealth, but he had something more valuable than wealth,
he had wisdom. He would quote the Bible a lot, and one
thing he would always say, ‘Get wisdom but in all your

		

A Career Of Service

